JOINT COMMUNIQUE

News from the ASM Program Committee

By Marinka Twilt, MD, MScE, PhD

he CRA Annual
Scientific ~ Meeting
(ASM) Program

Committee looks forward
to seeing you all at the 2024
CRA and AHPA Annual
Scientific Meeting, this co-
ming February 28th-March
2nd, 2024. We are looking
forward to reconnecting
with colleagues and friends
in Winnipeg! Of course, a
modified virtual conference
will be made available for
those who would prefer or
who cannot attend in person.

As we celebrate the 78th anniversary of the CRA and
move towards more equity, inclusivity and diversity in
all aspects, this year’s meeting theme, “Confluence and
Collaboration at the Forks”, will focus on collaboration
and shared decision-making in our complex rheumato-
logy practices and strengthen our rare diseases research.
We will once again provide unparalleled educational and
networking opportunities, centered on a program that
will deliver innovative leading-edge science, interactive
programming, and insights from Canadian and interna-
tional experts.

In addition to the Distinguished Investigator lecture
that will be announced in the coming months, the ASM
will feature three keynote addresses: Dr. Jillian Horton
from the University of Winnipeg, an award-winning me-
dical educator, will present her lecture focused on Phy-
sician Wellness; Dr. Lihi Eder from the University of To-
ronto will discuss psoriatic arthritis; and the CRA’s own
Dr. Hani El-Gabalawy will present the 2024 Dunlop-
Dottridge Lecture on rheumatoid arthritis.

This year’s schedule will follow last year’s modified
ASM schedule, with core educational content featured
from Wednesday afternoon to Friday evening (Wednes-
day morning before the start of the ASM and Saturday
morning will be reserved for small group and committee
meetings). The meeting will commence the afternoon of
Wednesday, February 28th, 2024, with a discussion on
Mysterious Cases and Clinical Pearls and will end Friday,
March 1st, 2024, with the gala dinner and awards cere-
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mony. Each day will offer a full day of educational events,
with adequate time for networking.

The meeting will, of course, feature all of the compel-
ling content you have come to expect from the CRA &
Arthritis Health Professions Association (AHPA) ASM.
We will have poster sessions and poster tours for trainees
and investigators to showcase their research activities;
state-of-the-art, paired specialty and crowd-sourced
workshops; satellite symposia; as well as favorites such
as Mysterious Cases and Clinical Pearls, Controversies in
Rheumatology, the Year in Review, RheumJeopardy and
the Great Debate! This year’s debate topic is “Be it Resol-
ved that EMRs Save Time for Healthcare Providers and
Improve Quality of Care”. Opportunities to celebrate our
award-winning colleagues will be featured throughout
the meeting. Satellite meetings include the Residents’
Pre-Course, CRA RheumReview (formerly CRA Review
Course), and AHPA Pre-Course.

We welcome all CRA and AHPA members and other
colleagues within the rheumatology community from
across Canada and around the world. We look forward to
seeing you all in Winnipeg and celebrating our achieve-
ments together in February 2024.

Marinka Twilt, MD, MScE, PhD

Chair, ASM Program Committee

Pediatric Rheumatologist, Clinician Scientist,
Associate Professor, Cumming School of Medicine
University of Calgary, Calgary, Alberta
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Abstract Review Committee Update

By Mohammed Osman, MD, PhD, FRCPC

Dear Colleagues,

The abstracts have been submitted, and the CRA Abstract
Review Committee has been working hard, reading and
scoring the abstracts, ably supported by Virginia Hopkins
(Manager, Research & Innovation). The committee aims
to select the abstracts worthy of poster or podium presen-
tations at the 78th CRA & AHPA Annual Scientific Mee-
ting. We are excited to see you all in Winnipeg!

The Annual Scientific Meeting Committee, supported
by Claire McGowan (Manager, Educational Programs and
Events), has also been actively engaged to foster the mul-
tiple learning opportunities available at the ASM. Our
meeting continues to garner interest from researchers,
clinicians, trainees, and industry across Canada. This
year, we received 171 abstract submissions (150 abstracts
and 21 late-breaking abstracts). Each abstract is scored by
three reviewers, and the best in each category are chosen
based on the average score. The chair will break any ties
for a spot on the in-person poster tours and for podium
presentations. Thank you to all our reviewers for their
help and commitment!

There will be in-person podium presentations and
poster tours during which the top-ranked abstracts will
be presented. There will also be interactive in-person pos-
ter sessions where attendees will be able to discuss pos-
ters with the presenters. The top 5 abstracts in each award
category will be judged during the scheduled podium,
poster tour, or poster session for the following awards:

e Best Abstract on Quality Care Initiatives in
Rheumatology

Best Abstract on Research by Young Faculty

Best Abstract on Pediatric Research by Young Faculty
Best Abstract on Basic Science Research by a Trainee
Best Abstract on Clinical or Epidemiology Research
by a Trainee - Phil Rosen Award

Best Abstract on SLE Research by a Trainee - Ian
Watson Award

Best Abstract by a Medical Student

Best Abstract by a Rheumatology Resident

Best Abstract by an Undergraduate Student

Best Abstract by a Post-Graduate Research Trainee
Best Abstract by a Rheumatology Post-Graduate
Research Trainee

e Best Abstract on Spondyloarthritis Research Award

We look forward to seeing you all during the in person
(and virtual) CRA & AHPA ASM!

Sincerely,

Mohammed Osman, MD, PhD, FRCPC
Chair, CRA Abstract Review Committee
Consultant Rheumatologist and Immunologist
Associate Professor, Department of Medicine
University of Alberta

Edmonton, Alberta
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